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Saints 
Alive! 

Dean’s Corner 
 

Issue 2        September 2020 

In August we were busy 

planning for the fall at All 

Saints’. This is such a normal 
sentence to write, it is what 

church staff do every August, 

but this year these busy plans 

look and feel different.  I hold 

my plans more lightly than I ever 

have before, and we plan with 

the awareness that while our 

typical patterns of life remain 

altered, they cannot simply be 

left on hold.  We are out of the 

early days of this pandemic and 

into the difficult days of learning 

how to live in a new way. We 

plan, expecting the plans to be 

changed or cancelled.  

The usual (I will admit, false) 

sense knowing feels less certain. 

However, the need to create 

space for faith and to hear the 

good news of Jesus feels more 

important than ever before.   

This pandemic has not hit us all 

in the same way.  For some  

these have been days of 

extreme isolation that has 

gone from difficult to 

unbearable. For others there 

has not been a minute of quiet 

as offices have been moved 

into bedrooms and the kitchen 

table has turned into a one-

room schoolhouse. This fall 

will continue to look different 

for all of us and these changes 

can lead to weariness and 

grief.  The uncertainty that fills 

some of our most regular 

decisions can leave us 

exhausted. And so, as I pray I 

ask the question,” how do 

hear the words of Jesus in 

these different days?” How do 

we look to God for strength, 

for guidance and as our hope 

when our old patterns are 

changed or removed?  I hope 

we are able to meet together 

for prayer, service and 

worship, because it is vital that 

we do, but I am also 

wondering how we change as 

a people of  

faith in these days. We will 

continue to offer and expand 

what is available online and in 

person for worship and social 

interaction. We will make 

plans. But we will also seek 

God’s Holy Spirit to hear new 
ways of being the church 

together. And we will go 

forward knowing that Jesus, 

who has known our grief and 

our fears and remains with us 

in our uncertainty.  May we 

pray together, “ O Heavenly 

Father, in whom we live and 

move and have our being: We 

humbly pray thee so to guide 

and govern us by thy Holy Spirit 

that in all the cares and 

occupations of our daily life we 

may never forget thee, but 

remember that we are ever 

walking in thy sight; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

Alex+     
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Vestry News 

August 11: 

 The re-opening of the Cathedral 

has gone smoothly, and we have 

recently begun having 

communion again according to 

regulations. 

 

We will be buying better 

equipment to improve our live-

streaming of services. 

 

There was discussion about 

ongoing and increasing issues in  
 

Welcome to Rev. Ruth! 

Farewell to Rev. Clare 

our back alley, and the potential 

need to have a verger again. 

More discussion is needed on 

this issue, but there is some 

hope that our new Vicar will 

help with looking at the issue 

holistically. 

 

September 8:  

Welcome Rev. Ruth to her first 

vestry meeting and to the 

Cathedral! We discussed plans 

for the fall, including reinstating  
 

a 9:15 service once a month for 

Standing Stones, and education 

plans. We will have a Bible 

study on the Gospel of Mark, 

followed later in the fall by a 

book study by Rowan Williams. 

 

A large item at this meeting was 

the plan for improving our 

lighting and electrical systems 

(see p.5) 

 

Kristin Binnema 

vestry secretary 
 

 

 

Ruth grew up all over central 

Alberta, studied philosophy 

and theology in Ontario at the 

University of Toronto and the 

Institute for Christian Studies 

and has called Edmonton, 

particularly the Alberta 

Avenue neighbourhood, home 

for the last five years. Her and 

her husband of eleven years, 

Dawson, spend their spare 

time renovating their house, 

attempting to garden and 

biking around the city. She has 

worked in diverse ministry 

settings, from university 

chaplaincy to facilitating 

community for folks on the 

margins of our society. 

As a person who lives and 

ministers with a chronic illness 

she has come to care deeply 

about nurturing faith 

communities that not only 

make space, but celebrate and 

centre community members 

who live with physical, neural, 

and socioeconomic differences 

- acknowledging that we as a 

community aren’t whole until 
everyone is included and their 

voices and life story honoured. 

She joined All Saints September 

1st as Vicar and looks forward 

to joining in with the good 

work God is already doing in 

the parish. 

A big thank you to Reverend 

Clare for her hard work and 

dedication during her Interim 

time at All Saints’. Reverend 

Clare took services, ran the 

Manna Market, cleaned the 

alleyway and took on pastoral  

care immediately after Quinn 

left in June and stayed till 

September 1st where upon she 

immediately became Rector of 

St. Mary’s, Edmonton. Best 

wishes on your new adventure 

Clare! 
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Saints Alive began in 1990    

when Harold Munn became 

Dean. It was published 4 times a 

year and was run and produced 

by members of the congregation. 

Initial contact persons in the 

early editions were Anne Machin 

and Pam Allan. The content 

included a message from the 

Dean, Parish news of individuals, 

organisations and committees, a 

report from the Parish Register 

and a Financial update. In more 

recent editions there was a 

Vestry Report. 
 

A Brief History of Saints’ Alive 

 

Meet Your Vestry 

Kristin Binnema has regularly 

attended the 9.15 service for 

11 years. Her husband Wu Jing 

Deng and their son Paiva 

(pronounced pie-va not pay-

va) also attend. Kristin has at 

various times been a server, 

reader, prayer leader and 

pianist (primarily Taize). Wu 

Jing has served as a 

sidesperson, (with Paiva's 

help) and has also helped with 

Friday breakfast and Manna 

Market. Kristin is currently the 

Vestry secretary. 

Victoria Goodfellow Nicholls 

is happily married with two 

stepsons, a cat, a turtle and some 

fish fondly referred to as 

the "tanK". She attends the 11am 

service as a member of the choir 

but also on occasion go to the 

9.15 service because she enjoys 

the difference in the services and 

seeing more friends in the 

congregation. She started to 

attend All Saint's 2 years ago 

when she moved to Edmonton. 

She is active in the 

congregation reading and leading 

prayers at both services, being a 

member of the choir, helping 

with Friday Breakfasts, and as a 

member of the quilting group. 

She believes strongly in the 

importance of the Cathedral as a 

place of sustenance for all people 

and she wants to use whatever 

skills the good Lord has blessed 

her with to nurture the ongoing 

blossoming of that sustenance. 
 

Michael Flood attends the 9.15 

service along with his wife Tanya 

and children Daniel and Matilda. 

He is a reader, leads the prayers 

and helps Daniel with the 

elements. He is, along with his 

wife, Tanya, a teacher in the 

Sunday School. His focus on 

Vestry is an initiative to make the 

Cathedral finances stable over 

the long term as well as to 

attract young families to the 

Sunday Services and other parish 

programs. 
 

The newsletter kept parishioners 

in touch with what was 

happening at the Cathedral. 

The news varied depending on 

what was happening in the 

Parish and the Diocese. 

Introduction of the Wardens and 

new Vestry members was 

included in the March issue after 

the Parish Meeting. 

Saints Alive was left on a table in 

the narthex for Parishioners to 

pick up, with copies being sent to 

shut-ins. 

The newsletter was stopped 

for a period of time but in 

preparing the parish profile 

for the new Dean it was 

recognized that the 

communication provided by 

the Saints’ Alive newsletter 
was missed. 

Following discussion with 

Dean Alex it was decided to 

restart a Parish Newsletter 

using the old format of Saints 

Alive as one way of improving 

parish communication within 

and outside the Cathedral.  
 

Pam Allan 

 

Benjamin Vazquez became an Anglican in his early twenties. He 

was attracted to the church by the architecture, the music and 

the liturgy and remains passionate about religious art and 

especially the liturgy. He studied theology at Huron College for 

four years and is currently continuing his studies at Newman 

College here in Edmonton. He moved to Edmonton from 

Ontario two years ago and was immediately attracted to All 

Saints. He helps with the Sunday School and is a member of the 

Servers Guild. He is thrilled to be a member of this year's 

Vestry. 
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-Reach began as a funding 

raising campaign of the Diocese 

and the Cathedral in 

2014.  Parish goals include: 

----Spreading the Gospel to the 

downtown community 

----Reaching out to our First 

Nation brothers and sisters 

----Ministering to post 

secondary students 

----Building up the Cathedral 

community. 

 

Over the last six years REACH 

has funded 

/organized/supported many 

initiatives.  Our most visible 

effort remains the Manna 

Market, which gives downtown 

residents and workers the 

opportunity to purchase fresh 

fruit and vegetables at 

wholesale cost.  With COVID, 

our open market has morphed 

into people being able to buy 

small bags of produce at a fixed 

cost.  (Our volunteers fill the 

bags ahead of time- our 

customers are surprised each 

week with the bounty provided 

for their fixed fee.). Our support 

of the work of “Lives in 

Transition” i(a life 

skills/reintegration program for 

young women) is on hold during 

COVID because their program is 

on hold. 

At the last Annual General 

meeting, a motion was passed 

to have REACH fund the 

Cathedral's annual contribution 

to the University Chaplaincy 

program.  When the request 

arrived at our committee, a 

generous parishioner had  

 

Reach Committee  

already donated funds for that 

purpose.  REACH therefore 

decided to give the chaplaincy 

an in-kind (Manna Market) 

donation instead.  

For a few months the university 

chaplain, Rev. Heather Liddell, 

picked up bags of produce at 

the Market to distribute to 

students, but this discontinued 

during the summer.  We 

anticipate this program starting 

up again in September. 

In February REACH hosted an 

art installation (the Burns 

Family Art Installation) as part 

of our First Nations 

objectives.  This exhibition 

continues to be on display in 

the hall.  

In March REACH authorized 

funding/supporting indigenous 

musicians for the monthly 

Standing Stones service (though 

soon afterwards COVID 

intervened and our city went 

into lockdown.  At some point 

Standing Stones may resume.) 

In March REACH passed a 

motion to fund additional 

breakfasts (two/week) for the 

downtown 

homeless/needy.   From March 

until the end of June, we hosted 

two take-out breakfasts a week, 

which may resume in the fall.  

With all this extra activity early 

in the year, there was pressure 

on the use of the refrigerators 

in the kitchen (used for all food 

ministries of the Cathedral, 

including Sunday 

hospitality).  REACH began 

investigating the purchase of 

additional fridges,  
 

but this has been put on hold 

during COVID, since refrigerator 

space is not an issue at this 

time.  

The Cathedral has been 

supporting the Inner City 

Pastoral Ministry by providing 

lunches prepared and 

assembled (sandwiches and 

fresh fruit) by volunteers, once 

every few months.  With 

COVID, our Cathedral lines of 

communication have been 

disrupted (with no socializing in 

the hall, our usual sign-up 

process is 

disrupted/gone).  This past 

month REACH funded the costs 

of the volunteers who 

purchased food to cover our 

parish's commitment for the 

lunch. 

 With changes happening in the 

parish, our committee has 

changed.  We welcomed our 

new Dean Alex Meek, who 

joined us early this year.  We 

said good bye to Quinn 

Strikwerda, and thanked him 

for his work: a driving force in 

setting up and realizing the 

Manna Market, and for his 

commitment to our downtown 

residents.  We give thanks 

for the Rev. Clare Stewart, who 

was interim Vicar till the end of 

August and continued to 

coordinate the Market.  And we 

look forward to continuing to 

do God's work in the inner city. 

 

In Christ, 

Mark Armstrong 

Chair 
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When you are next in our 

worship space at the Cathedral, 

if you gaze up to the ceiling you 

will see the lights that have 

been there since the church 

was built in the 1950s. 

However, these fixtures are 

fragile, brittle and break and 

we can no longer get the 

replacement parts. They have 

served nobly but now need 

replacing. As well as new lights, 

we need to upgrade how we 

turn them off and on- we have 

been using the electrical fuse 

panel these many long years, 

(which is not how it should be 

done in 2020!) 

Contemporary lighting opens 

up changes with LED that give 

us savings on electricity and 

offer us features such as 

dimmers and colours. As you 

know, several of the accessible 

lights around the  

Church Lighting 

Syrian Family Update 

Ahmad and Nuha and the 

children have been in Canada 

for three years now.  They 

have moved to a two-story 

house close to the mosque. 

The house has a small garden. 

Ahmad’s and Nuha's English 

has improved greatly, and 

they are raising a fine 

family.  Nuha has been 

volunteering in an elementary 

school.   All the children have 

been attending school and 

Mohammad, Abdullah, 

Abdulrahman and Rasil are 

fluent in both English and 

Arabic.  

building have already been 

converted to LED, this with off-

the-shelf fixtures and 

volunteers. However replacing 

the ceiling lights and the panel 

is altogether a larger operation 

and requires professionals with 

the right equipment. 

The 2020-Vision group is 

working on the best options for 

our space. Along with Vestry, 

2020 will be coming to our 

community to launch a fund-

raising campaign for this project. 

We are excited about this 

upgrade which will enhance our 

church space, illuminate 

features of our building, 

allowing us to see more and 

move around more freely with 

greater confidence, better read 

the service sheets and hymn 

books and to see each other 

more clearly. 
 

This fall, there will be information 

on our plans and the steps for the 

fund-raising. But if you wish to be 

a pioneer and help kick start the 

fund, please make a cheque or 

donation to All Saints and mark it 

LIGHTING FUND. 

Many thanks and blessings.   

  

Julia Nelson  

Coordinator for the 2020 Vision  

 

God lights our way, and may we 

see clearly to offer our praise and 

thanks. 

Mohammad and the twins have 

taken up karate with 

enthusiasm. Abdulrahman loves 

model cars, and Abdullah has a 

talent for drawing.  Rasil was in 

kindergarten last year and is 

looking forward to grade 

one.  Huthaifa has been doing 

really well. He enjoys going to 

school and is walking up and 

down stairs on his own.  COVID 

is here, but Huthaifa will not 

keep a mask on so we are not 

sure if he will be able to safely 

go back to school in the fall.  
 

Caring for Huthaifa and the 

pandemic have impeded Ahmad 

from going to work. For the past 

two years the Cathedral’s 

financial support for the family 

has been to pay their monthly 

rent.  This is financed through 

the contributions of 

Parishioners made specifically 

for that purpose.  Anyone who 

wishes to contribute can make 

their donation to the 

Cathedral’s Refugee Fund. 

  

Mark Armstrong, 

Brian and Barbara Burrows 
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Parish Saints: Iva Braham 

Thank You 

During the quiet Covid 

time at the Cathedral, 

there were still tasks that 

needed to be looked after. 

Many news skills and ways 

of doing things have been 

called into play to 

accommodate these 

strange times. Here are 

some thanks (please 

forgive us if you have been 

left off the list…) 
 

Grand kitchen clean: 

thanks to Carole Hawrish, 

Barb Burrows, Brenda 

Voyce and Laurence Hall 

 

Flowers in the planters: 

thanks to Peggy-Anne 

Field. 

 

Iva became a regular member 

of the congregation, Anne 

McKenzie, who the Head 

Server, invited her to join the 

Servers Guild. From then on 

until her retirement in January 

2020 she served regularly at 

many services, she was both a 

crucifer and torch bearer at 

11am and was always willing 

to cover, at the Advent Carol 

Service, lighting the candles as 

the service progressed. For 

several years she was the 

Bishop’s Chaplain for 
Diocesan events. 

Iva also served at the monthly 

service at the Edmonton 

General. She set up all that 

was needed for the service.  
 

Iva looked after the server’s 
robes, washing and ironing 

on a regular basis. She also 

repaired them and took 

them up or let them down 

as the younger servers 

grew. This was ongoing and 

represented many 

volunteer hours.  

Iva was a member of the 

Friendship Guild. One year 

we volunteered to make 

book bags for On Eagle’s 
Wings. Iva cut them out and 

delivered them to the Guild 

Members, ready for them 

to sew. For the past 4 years 

she has been the Guild 

Treasurer. 
 

She has quietly contributed 

a large amount of time and 

energy to the church and to 

the congregation.  

 

Pamela Allan 

Peggy Anne Field 
 

 

 

The floor face-lift: floor strip 

and wax (a horrible job!) in 

the back corridor and kitchen: 

Brian Laver and Ted McClung 

Dealing with the back lane 

graffiti and the flooding in the 

hall: Rev Clare Stewart and 

her wife Jennifer.  

 

Wooden kneelers: thanks to 

Ted McClung for the repairs 

 

Our wonderful music director 

Jeremy Spurgeon for Covid 

concerts, the hymn sing and 

other music. 

 

Our volunteer choir members 

for Sunday morning, Kayleigh 

Spriensma and Caroline 

Howarth. 
 

Kris Mitchell, Steve Smith for 

all their skill and work for the 

live streaming of the services. 

(also thanks to Kris for looking 

after the compressor in the 

mechanical room!) 

 

Louella Weber: for her closed 

captioning magic of our Sunday 

morning videos for Youtube.  

 

Sara-Kate Edwards: getting the 

floor scrubber working and the 

many things she looks after 

beyond the office. 

 

Dean Alex for cleaning garbage 

from the back entrance and 

other tasks way beyond her 

mandate. 
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Financial Report 
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News and Milestones 

• Louella Weber married her 

partner, William Pick on 

August 15th. 
 

ICPM Report 

On July 26, All Saints’ Provided the 
Covid-19 Lunch For the Community of 

Emmanuel at  Bissell. It has been a 

difficult  time for our community in 

the inner city and especially for those 

who are regular members of the 

Community of Emmanuel.  Previously 

there would have been a service and 

then a hearty lunch with healthy 

sandwiches, desserts, and fruits and 

vegetables.  During this time there 

was no service but a bag lunch and 

coffee was provided for people lined 

up outside.  Our bag lunch for 300 

included a bottle of water, a protein 

bar, a plastic cup of applesauce and 

serving of fresh fruit.  Thank you to 

Rev Clare Louise Stewart and Barb 

Burrows for helping to fill the snack 

packs.  ICPM is grateful for this 

contribution. 
 

Now in September ICPM is able to 

hold church services and provide 

communion.  I was able to be there at 

the first service and it was 

heartwarming to be with the 

congregation and hear their joy at 

returning for an in person service.    
 

Covid-19  has shone a light on our 

marginalized communities.   With the 

early closure of the Expo Centre, 

finding a safe place to rest, eat, and 

sleep has become  even more 

difficult.  It continues to be difficult to 

adequately fund the work of the Inner 

City Ministry.  Our Board of Directors 

are grateful for those who donate 

regularly. Donations can be made 

through  
CanadaHelps.org.    

 
Mary-Lou Cleveland 

Board Chair  
 

• Kathleen Fournier turns 95 

in October! 

 

 


