
Morning Prayer 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent  

December 20th, 2020 

Officiant and Homilist – The Reverend Ruth Sesink Bott 

Organist- Jeremy Spurgeon 

 

We acknowledge that this service takes place on Treaty 6 territory. 

 

I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to his word. 

Luke 1.38 

 

Organ   Meine Seele erhebt den Herren     BWV 648    Johann  

                 My soul magnifies the Lord                  Sebastian Bach  

 

Hymn  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (117) 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, of 
Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung. It came, a 
blossom bright amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the 

night. 

 

Officiant  Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship 

almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient 

hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence is kept.  

 

All   Most merciful God, we confess that we have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 



your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your name. Amen.  

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People  Amen.  

 

Officiant  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

People  Show the light of your countenance, and we shall 

be saved. 

Officiant  Will you not give us life again, 

People  That your people may rejoice in you? 

Officiant  Show us your mercy, O Lord, 

People  And grant us your salvation. 

Officiant  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 

Lord! 

People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. 

Officiant  The kingdom of God is at hand. 

People  O come let us worship. 

 

Jubilate Deo (Psalm 100)  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. Know this: The Lord 

himself is God;  he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his 

people and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise;  give thanks to him 

and call upon his name. For the Lord is good; his mercy is 

everlasting;  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

 



Officiant The kingdom of God is at hand. 

People   O come let us Worship. 

 

First Reading2 Samuel 7.1–11, 16 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had 

given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to 

the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all 

that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ But that same 

night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought 

up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 

moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved 

about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 

any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 

David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 

from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I 

have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 

enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 

like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 

live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 

shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that 

the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom 

shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 

established for ever. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 

 



Magnificat    Luke 1:46-55 

And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices 

in God my Saviour, 

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 

empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 

and to his descendants for ever.’ 
  

Second Reading:  Romans 16.25–27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 

and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation 

of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 

disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to 

all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 

bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! Amen. 
 

Reader              The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

‘All Hail,’ said he, ‘Thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 

‘For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honour thee, 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold. 

Most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy Name.’ 
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 

 

Gospel:  Luke 1.26–38 

Reader  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Reader   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Luke.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The 
Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 

the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 

for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to 

the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to 

her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 



Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 

sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 

angel departed from her. 
 

 

Reader   This is the Gospel of Christ. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Homily             

  

Hymn  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (89) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that 

mourns in the lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on 

Sinai’s height in ancient times once grace the law, in cloud and 

majesty and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, 

O Israel.  

O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, from every foe deliver them that 
trust your mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the 
grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one of the hearts of 

humankind; O bid our bitter conflict cease, and be for us our 

Prince of Peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, 

O Israel.  

                             

The Apostles’ Creed  

Officiant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 

only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 



ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, 

saying, “Lord Jesus, come soon!” 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over 

all things to the ends of the earth: come and teach us how to 

live. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to 

Moses in the fire of the burning bush and you gave the law on 

Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, 

all kings will keep silence before you and all peoples will 

summon you to their aid: come, set us free and delay no more. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open 

and none can shut; you shut and none can open: come and free 

the captives from prison. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun 

of righteousness: come and enlighten all who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires: 

Cornerstone, you make opposing nations one: come and save 

the creature you fashioned from clay. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 



O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and 

save us, Lord our God. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 
 

Officiant   God of scandalous love, Mary consented to bear 

the shame and carry your Word within herself: may 

her courage give hope to women and men who 

yearn to sing new songs of justice and find the 

world a dwelling place for God; through Jesus 

Christ, the one who is to come. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Officiant  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we 

are bold to say:  

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing 
 

Hymn    Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending (114) 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners 

slain; thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of 

his train: hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! God appears on earth 

to reign.  

Now redemption, long expected see in the solemn pomp appear; 

all his saints, on earth rejected, thrill the trumpet sound to hear; 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! See the day of God appear! 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory; claim the kingdom for thine 



own: O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! 

Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come! 

Dismissal 

Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Organ     Fuga sopra il Magnificat    BWV 733     Johann Sebastian  

                                                                                               Bach 

 
The flowers on the reredos are given to the Glory of God from the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Those Who We Have Been Asked to Pray: 

Ray, Sandy, Adelyn, Dale, Paul, Dan, Tom, Rebekah, Comfort, Pat, 

Lillian, Peggy, Peggy Anne, Valerie, Pam, Peter, Lois, Bob, and 

Pauline, David Capelazo, Anne Tolson, Dennis, Vivien, Ben, 

Andrew and Bianca.  

 

 

We pray for front line and essential workers and for all who are 

affected by COVID19. 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Church in Canada: Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland and 

Labrador: the Rt. Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Peddle, Bishop.  

Diocese of Edmonton: Jane our Bishop, Trinity Mar Thoma 

Church, Edmonton: Thomas Yesudasan, Rector.   

Buyé Diocese: Mwumba Jean Pierre, Rector.  

Treaty 6: Montana First Nation. 

 

 

 

Leader     We pray for those who have died, especially Tom Coffin.  

                  Rest eternal grant them, O Lord. 

People     And may light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader      We pray for those in mourning, especially Daria and  

                  family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

• A note from All Saints’ Altar Guild:    
We will have fresh flowers for Christmas services, 

regardless of them being online.  The Altar Guild will 

gratefully accept Christmas Flower donations. You may 

send a cheque by mail - made out to All Saints' Altar Guild 

- to the Cathedral at 10030 103 St NW Edmonton, AB T5J 

0X5.  An income tax donation receipt is issued for all 

donations.     With our thanks, the Altar Guild.   

 

• Keep an eye on your inbox for weekly advent prayers! 

 

• Morning Prayer, Tuesdays at 8:30am on Zoom. Please 

email the office for the link.  
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Last year we held a successful fundraiser with four weeks of 

coffee time collection. We can not do this in this COVID Era. 

This year each time you have a cup of your favourite 

beverage put some money in the pot. The collection will be 

from Advent Sunday until the Sunday before Christmas. 

Send in your cheques to the Cathedral, All Saints Cathedral, 

designation PWRDF. 

 

What is our goal? PWDRF helped fund a successful program 

to improve the health of mothers and infants in East Africa, 

It was matched 6:1 by the Government of Canada. The 

funding ended in June but the Government gave a new 

grant to provide protective clothing for clinic workers. 

 

$850 Would provide protection for 3 months, can we make 

it? Remember the widow's mite, every penny counts. 

 

Peggy Anne Field 

Parish Representative 

 

 

 

 


