
Morning Prayer 

The Feast of The Epiphany  

10 January 2021 

Officiant and Homilist – The Very Reverend Alexandra Meek 

Organist- Jeremy Spurgeon 

 

We acknowledge that this service takes place on Treaty 6 territory. 

 

Organ  

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light         Johann Sebastian 

from Christmas Oratorio                                              Bach  

 

We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him 

Matthew 2.2 

 

Hymn  Brightest and Best (159) 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid: 

gem of the East, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

 

Officiant  Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship 

almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient 

hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence is kept.  

 

All   Most merciful God, we confess that we have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 



repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your name. Amen.  

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People  Amen.  

 

Officiant  Blessed are you, Son of David; born to rule, you 

received gifts from the wise men. Blessed are you, 

Son of Man; baptized by John, you saved us from 

ourselves. Blessed are you, heavenly King; teaching 

and preaching, healing and comforting, you 

proclaimed the kingdom. 

People  Let heaven and earth shout their praise.  

Officiant  With all the voices of heaven we celebrate the 

coming of our Saviour. 

People  Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

Officiant  With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance 

at his birth. 

People  Praise and honour and glory to you, O Lord most 

high. 

 

Officiant The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us 

People O come let us worship. 

 

Jubilate Deo (Psalm 100)  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. Know this: The Lord 

himself is God;  he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his 

people and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise;  give thanks to him 



and call upon his name. For the Lord is good; his mercy is 

everlasting;  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

Officiant The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us 

People   O come let us worship. 
 

First Reading    Isaiah 60.1–6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his 

glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look 

around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on 

their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 

brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 

multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian 

and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold 

and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm    72. 1-7, 10-14 

Give the king your justice, O God,  

and your righteousness to the king’s son;  
That he may rule your people righteously  

and the poor with justice;  

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

and the little hills bring righteousness.  

He shall defend the needy among the people;  

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.  

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  

from one generation to another.  

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  



like showers that water the earth.  

In his time shall the righteous flourish;  

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no 

more. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,  

and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  

All kings shall bow down before him,  

and all the nations do him service.  

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,  

and the oppressed who has no helper.  

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;  

he shall preserve the lives of the needy.  

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,  

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 

Second Reading    Ephesians 3.1–12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 

sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the 

commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how 

the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to 

perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former 

generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as 

it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of 

the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant according to 

the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his 
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 

was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 

boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 

so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 

that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 

access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 



Reader              The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn  The First Nowell (139) 

The first nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

No-well, no-well, no-well, no-well, 

born is the King of Israel. 
 

They lookèd up and saw a star, 

shining in the east, beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 
 

No-well, no-well.... 
 

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. 
 

No-well, no-well.... 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 

full reverently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence  

their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
 

No-well, no-well.... 
 

Then let us all with one accord  

sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

who has made heaven and earth of nought,  

and with his blood salvation bought. 
 

No-well, no-well... 



 

Gospel:  Matthew 2.1–12 

Reader  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Reader   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Matthew.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 

his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 

no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’Then Herod 
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 

and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house  they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

 

Reader   This is the Gospel of Christ. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 



Homily             

  

Hymn    Earth Has Many a Noble City (158) 

Earth has many a noble city; Beth’lem, thou dost all excel: 
out of thee the Lord from heaven came to rule his Israel. 

 

Eastern sages at his cradle make oblation rich and rare; 

see them give, in deep devotion, gold, and frankincense, and 

myrrh. 

 

Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped at thy glad epiphany, 

unto thee, with God the Father and the Spirit, glory be. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

Officiant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 

only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

(In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, 

saying, “Lord, grant us peace.”) 
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the 

angel, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. 



Lord, grant us peace. 

By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and 

magi, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph 

of  Nazareth, hear us, O Lord.  

Lord, grant us peace.  

By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O  

Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace.  

Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom  

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord.  

Lord, grant us peace. 

 
 

Officiant   Eternal God, who by a star led wise men to the 

worship of your Son. Guide by your light the 

nations of the earth, that the whole world may 

know your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Officiant  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we 

are bold to say:  

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  



Blessing 
 

Hymn   As with Gladness Men Of Old (160) 

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 

 

As with joyful steps they sped, Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before thee, whom heaven and earth 

adore; 

so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 

As they offered gifts most rare at that cradle rude and bare, 

so may we with joyful song, raising voices pure and strong, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee our heavenly 

King. 

 

In the heavenly country bright need they no created light: 

thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not 

down; 

there forever may we sing alleluias to our King. 

 

Dismissal 

Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  
 

Organ      

Carillon                                             Herbert Murrill 

 

Almost like a peal of bells, this Carillon for organ is joyous and 

jubilant throughout. We hear the ‘bells’ at first in the keyboard 
(manual) part, and then later in the lower, more sonorous pedal 

part. Active in the first half of the 20th century, English composer 

and organist Herbert Murrill wrote this Carillon in 1949. 

 



 
The flowers on the reredos are given to the Glory of God from the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

For Those Who We Have Been Asked to Pray: 

Ray, Sandy, Adelyn, Dale, Paul, Dan, Rebekah, Comfort, Pat, 

Lillian, Peggy, Peggy Anne, Valerie, Pam, Peter, Lois, Bob, Pauline, 

David Capelazo, Anne Tolson, Dennis, Vivien, and Ben.  

 

 

We pray for front line and essential workers and for all who are 

affected by COVID19. 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Church in Canada: Diocese of Huron: the Rt. Rev. Dr. Todd 

Townsend, Bishop. 

Diocese of Edmonton: for Jane, our Bishop; St. Emmanuel, 

Gibbons, and St. Mary, Redwater: Anthony Kwaw, Rector.  

Buyé Diocese: Kigufi Parish: Audace, Rector.  

Treaty 6: Samson Cree Nation. 
 

CCLI Church Copyright License # 3313865 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 

 

How are Christians called to interact with others who share our 

beliefs but express them differently? How are we called to 

interact with those who faithfully follow beliefs that are different 

to our own? The Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman has developed a 

short, interactive study to help answer those questions. It includes 

four videos, a guide book, and the opportunity to join with others 

to explore this topic. 

If you'd like to join the folks at All Saints' Cathedral for this study, 

email Sara at admin@allsaintscathedral.ca to get the Zoom link. 

The sessions will run Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm on January 

20 and 27, and February 3 and 10, just in time for the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity and World Interfaith Harmony Week. If 

you'd rather work on your own, the videos and guide book are 

available on the diocesan website. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@allsaintscathedral.ca
https://edmonton.anglican.ca/series/that-all-may-be-one

