
Morning Prayer 

A Service for The Week of Prayer  

for Christian Unity  

17 January 2021 
Officiant – The Reverend Ruth Bott Sesink 

Homilist – The Reverend Scott Sharman 

Organist- Jeremy Spurgeon 

 

We acknowledge that this service takes place on Treaty 6 territory. 

 

Organ  

Ach bleib mit Deiner Gnade                       Flor Peeters 

Abide among us with your grace 

 

Hymn  Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song (635) 
Like the murmur of the dove’s song, 
like the challenge of her flight, 

like the vigour of the wind’s rush, 
like the new flame’s eager might: 
come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

To the members of Christ’s body, 
to the branches of the vine, 

to the church in faith assembled, 

to her midst as gift and sign: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

With the healing of division, 

with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 

with the power to love and witness, 

with the peace beyond compare: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

 



Officiant  Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship 

almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient 

hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence is kept.  

 

All   Most merciful God, we confess that we have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your name. Amen.  

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People  Amen.  

 

Officiant  O Lord, open our lips 

People  and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant  Your light springs up for the righteous  

People  and all the peoples have seen your glory.  

Officiant   Blessed are you, Sovereign God, ruler of the 

nations, to you be praise and glory for ever. From 

the rising of the sun to its setting your name is 

proclaimed in all the world. As the Sun of 

Righteousness dawns in our hearts, anoint our lips 

with the seal of your Spirit so that we may witness 

to your gospel and sing your praise in all the 

earth.   



Officiant Blessed be God: Source of all being, eternal Word  

and Holy Spirit.  

People  Blessed be God for ever.  

 

Officiant The Lord is our refuge and strength 

People  O come, let us worship. 

 

Venite (Psalm 95. 1-7)  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of 

our salvation. Let us come before the presence of the Lord with 

thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to God with psalms. For you, 

O Lord, are a great God, and a great sovereign above all gods. In 

your hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of the hills 

are yours also. The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands 

have moulded the dry land. Come, let us bow down, and bend the 

knee, and kneel before the Lord our Maker. For you are our God, 

and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your 

hand. Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

 

Officiant The Lord is our refuge and strength 

People  O come, let us worship. 
 

First Reading    1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in agreement and that there 

should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united 

in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported 

to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my 
brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I 
belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or 
‘I belong to Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified 

for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 
 

 



 

Psalm    103 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.   
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and forget not all the benefits of the Lord.  

The Lord forgives all your sins  

and heals all your infirmities;  

redeeming your life from the grave  

and crowning you with mercy and loving-kindness;  

satisfying you with good things,  

and renewing your youth like an eagle’s.  
The Lord executes righteousness  

and judgement for all who are oppressed.  

O Lord, you made your ways known to Moses  

and your works to the children of Israel.  

You are full of compassion and mercy,  

slow to anger and of great kindness.  

You will not always accuse us,  

nor will you keep your anger for ever.  

You have not dealt with us according to our sins,  

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

so is your mercy great upon those who fear you.  

As far as the east is from the west,  

so far have you removed our sins from us.  

As parents care for their children,  

so do you, O Lord, care for those who fear you.  

For you yourself know whereof we are made;  

you remember that we are but dust.  

Our days are like the grass;  

we flourish like a flower of the field;  

when the wind goes over it, it is gone,  

and its place shall know it no more.  



But your merciful goodness endures for ever on those who fear 

you,  

and your righteousness on children’s children;  
on those who keep the covenant  

and remember the commandments and do them.  

The Lord is enthroned in heaven,  

and has dominion over all.  

Bless the Lord, you angels, you mighty ones who do the bidding of 

God,  

and hearken to the voice of the word of the Lord.  

Bless the Lord, all you hosts,  

you ministers who do the will of God.  

Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord, in all places of the 

dominion of the Lord;  

bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 

Second Reading    Revelation 7:9-12 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one 

could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out 

in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is 

seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels stood 

around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshipped God, singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God 

for ever and ever! Amen.’ 
 

Reader              The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn  The King of Love My Shepherd Is (520) 

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his 



and he is mine forever. 

 

Where streams of living water flow, 

my ransomed soul he leadeth, 

and where the verdant pastures grow, 

with food celestial feedeth. 

 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

but yet in love he sought me, 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home rejoicing brought me. 

 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me. 

 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 

and O what transport of delight 

from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

And so through all the length of days 

thy goodness faileth never; 

good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

within thy house forever! 

 

Gospel:  John 15: 1-17 

Reader  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Reader   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to John.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 

fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 



cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I 

abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 

fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father 

is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 

my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be complete. 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the 

servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 

you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 

you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 

so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 

another. 

 

Reader   This is the Gospel of Christ. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Homily             

  

Hymn    May the Grace of Christ Our Saviour (481) 

May the grace of Christ our Saviour, 

and the Father’s boundless love, 
with the Holy Spirit’s favour, 



rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union  

with each other and the Lord, 

and possess in sweet communion  

joys which earth cannot afford. 

 

To the God whose wisdom made us, 

to the Son who set us free, 

to the sanctifying Spirit, 

glory, endless glory be! 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

Officiant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 

only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

(Let us pray with confidence to the Lord, saying, “Lord hear 

our prayer.”) 
O Lord, guard and direct your Church in the way of unity, 

service, and praise. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human 

family. 



Lord, hear our prayer. 

Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and selfishness, and inspire us 

to hunger and thirst for what is right. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Teach us to use your creation for your greater praise, that all 

may share the good things you provide. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Strengthen all who give their energy or skill for the healing of 

 those who are sick in body or in mind. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Set free all who are bound by fear and despair. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant a peaceful end and eternal rest to all who are dying, and 

your comfort to those who mourn. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant   Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with 

love.  You call on us to see the beauty of each 

branch united to the vine, the beauty of each 

person. And yet, too often the differences in others 

make us afraid. We withdraw into ourselves. Our 

trust in you is forsaken. Enmity develops between 

us. Come and direct our hearts toward you once 

again. Grant us to live from your forgiveness so 

that we may be together and praise your name in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Officiant  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we 

are bold to say:  

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 



not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing 
 

 

Hymn     I Heard the Voice of Jesus (508) 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 

the living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.” 

I came to Jesus and I drank of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, thou morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus and I found in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of life I’ll walk till travelling days are done. 
 

Dismissal 

Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  
 

Organ      

Ach bleib bei uns, Herr Jesu Christ   BWV 649     Johann  

Abide with us, Lord Jesus Christ                     Sebastian Bach  

 

Music notes 

Today’s opening organ work by Belgian composer Flor Peeters 
(1903-1986) is Ach bleib mit Deiner Gnade / Abide among us 

with your grace, based on the 1609 chorale melody by Melchior 



Vulpius. This short work is an ornamented version of the chorale 

tune - the melody being played by the right hand, with a 

balanced quiet accompaniment in the left hand and pedals.  

Flor Peeters was a well-respected and much sought-after teacher, 

a prolific composer, and organist of Mechelen Cathedral, 

Belgium, from 1923 until his death in 1986. 

 

Our closing organ work is Ach bleib bei uns, Herr Jesu Christ / 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus Christ. This is one of the Six ‘Schübler‘ 
Chorales written by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) in which 

five out of the six were not original works, but transcriptions from 

his own cantatas. Bach originally wrote Ach bleib bei uns for 

soprano, cello, and basso continuo - in his Cantata no.6. 

 

 
The flowers on the reredos are given to the Glory of God from the parish. 

 

 

For Those Who We Have Been Asked to Pray: 

Ray, Sandy, Adelyn, Dale, Paul, Dan, Rebekah, Comfort, Pat, 

Lillian, Peggy, Peggy Anne, Valerie, Pam, Peter, Lois, Bob, Pauline, 

David Capelazo, Anne Tolson, Dennis, Vivien, and Ben.  

 

 

We pray for front line and essential workers and for all who are 

affected by COVID19. 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Church in Canada: Diocese of Kootenay: the Rt. Rev. Lynne 

McNaughton, Bishop.  

Diocese of Edmonton: for Jane, our Bishop; St. Mary and St. 

George, Jasper: Andreas Sigrist, Rector; David Prowse, Honorary 

Assistant.  

Buyé Diocese: Gatukuza Parish: Pascal, Rector.  

Treaty 6: Whitefish Lake First Nation. 
 

CCLI Church Copyright License # 3313865 



 

Announcements 

 

• Epiphany Study  

How are Christians called to interact with others who 

share our beliefs but express them differently? How are 

we called to interact with those who faithfully follow 

beliefs that are different to our own?   

The Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman has developed a short, 

interactive study to help answer these questions called 

“That All May be One.” We will be starting this four week 

study this Wednesday January 20th at 7:00pm just in time 

for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and World 

Interfaith Harmony Week.   

Email Sara for the Zoom link(admin@allsaintscathedral.ca)  

  

• Flowers  

Thank you to everyone who made a donation towards our 

Christmas flowers, with gratitude from the Altar Guild.   

  

• Giving  

As we enter the new year we look back with gratitude at 

2020 and appreciate your faithful giving. As we look to 

2021 we ask that you continue your faithful giving. While 

the church may look quieter these days, indeed vital 

ministry is still happening; pastoral care, our low cost food 

market – Manna Market, breakfasts for our underhoused 

neighbours, and of course our Sunday services. These 

ministries have been able to continue uninterrupted 

through the pandemic because of our parish’s faithful 
giving of time and money. 
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