
Morning Prayer 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 2nd,2022  

Officiant and Homilist – The Reverend Ruth Sesink Bott 

Organist - Jeremy Spurgeon 

 

 

We acknowledge that the land on which we worship is the traditional 

gathering place of the Cree, Nakoda Sioux, Blackfoot, Dene, Sarcee, 

Saulteaux, Mohawk and Métis Nations.  

We commit in both prayer and action to be faithful Treaty 6 partners. 

 
 

We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him. 

Matthew 2.2 
 

 

Organ 

Vom Himmel hoch da komm’ ich her   from opus 65      Sigfrid Karg-Elert  

From heaven above to earth I come 

 

Hymn    Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies (5) 

Christ whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ the true, the only light, 

Sun of Righteousness, arise! 

Triumph o’er the shades of night: 
Day-spring from on high, be near; 

Day-star, in my heart appear. 

 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 

unaccompanied by thee; 

joyless is the day’s return, 
till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 

glad my eyes and warm my heart. 



Visit then this soul of mine, 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, Radiancy divine, 

scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 

shining to the perfect day.             Charles Wesley  

 

Officiant  Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship 

almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient 

hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence is kept.  
 

All   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

name. Amen.  

 

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People  Amen.  

 

Celebrant Lord, open our lips, 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Celebrant O God, make speed to save us. 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 



Celebrant Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant The word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 

People O come, let us worship. 

 

Jubilate Psalm 100  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God;  

he himself has made us, and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

go into his courts with praise;  

give thanks to him and call upon his name. 

For the Lord is good; 

his mercy is everlasting;  

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

Officiant The word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 

People  O come, let us worship. 

 

Isaiah 60.1–6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his 

glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look 

around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on 

their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 

shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 

brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 



multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian 

and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold 

and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm   72.1-7, 10-14 

Give the king your justice, O God,  

and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
That he may rule your people righteously  

and the poor with justice; 

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

He shall defend the needy among the people;  

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  

from one generation to another. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  

like showers that water the earth. 

In his time shall the righteous flourish;  

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall 

be no more. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,  

and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

All kings shall bow down before him,  

and all the nations do him service. 

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,  

and the oppressed who has no helper. 

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;  

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,  

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

 

 



Ephesians 3.1–12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 

sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the 

commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how 

the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to 

perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former 

generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as 

it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of 

the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant according to 

the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his 
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 

was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 

boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 

things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 

variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in 

the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom 

we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith 

in him. 
 

Reader              The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn       Earth Has Many a Noble City (158) 

Earth has many a noble city; 

Bethlehem, thou dost all excel: 

out of thee the Lord from heaven 

came to rule his Israel. 

 

Fairer than the sun at morning 

was the star that told his birth, 



to the world its God announcing 

seen in fleshly form on earth. 

 

Eastern sages at his cradle  

make oblation rich and rare; 

see them give, in deep devotion, 

gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: 

incense doth their God disclose, 

gold the King of kings proclaimeth, 

myrrh his sepulchre foreshows. 

 

Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped 

at thy glad epiphany, 

unto thee, with God the Father 

and the Spirit, glory be.        

                                                Aurelius Prudentius; tr. Edward Caswall 

 

Gospel  Matthew 2.1–12 

Reader  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Reader   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to St. Matthew.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 

his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 



no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ Then Herod 

secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 

and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

Reader   This is the Gospel of Christ. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Homily              
 

Hymn    Brightest and Best (159) 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid: 

gem of the East, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining, 

low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

angels adore him in slumber reclining, 

Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 

 

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

odours of Edom and offerings divine, 



gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 

 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 

richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid: 

gem of the East, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.          Reginald Heber, alt. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 



Prayers of the People  

In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, 

saying, “Lord, grant us peace.” 

Leader  By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary   

by the angel, hear us, O Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. 

Leader  By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O  

Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. 

Leader  By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God,  

hear us, O Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. 

Leader  By the manifestation of the King of glory to the  

shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. 

Leader  By the submission of the maker of the world to  

Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. 

Leader By the baptism of the Son of God in the river 

Jordan, hear us, O Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. 

Leader Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become 

the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; 

hear us, O Lord. 

People  Lord, grant us peace. Amen. 
 

 

Officiant Eternal God, 

  who by a star 

led wise men to the worship of your Son. 

Guide by your light the nations of the earth, 

that the whole world may know your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  
Officiant  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we 

are bold to say:  

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn    As with Gladness Men of Old (160) 

As with gladness men of old 

did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, 

leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious Lord, may we 

evermore be led to thee. 

 

As with joyful steps they sped, 

Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before 

thee, whom heaven and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet 

ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 

As they offered gifts most rare 

at that cradle rude and bare, 

so may we with joyful song, 

raising voices pure and strong, 

all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee our heavenly king. 

 

In the heavenly country bright 



need they no created light: 

thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

thou its sun which goes not down; 

there forever may we sing 

alleluias to our King.              William Chatterton Dix, alt. 

 

Dismissal 

Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  

 

Organ      

In dir ist Freude    BWV 615              Johann Sebastian Bach  

written for New Year’s Day, 1716 ca. 
 

 

For Those Who We Have Been Asked to Pray 

Adelyn, Rebekah, Peggy, Pam, Barbara, Lois, Bob, Anne 

Tolson, Vivien, Ben, Suzie, Anne, Gordon, Janet, Scot, Mary 

Duku, Jerry and Debbie, Heather, Kay, Bonnie, Mel, and 

Dale. 

We pray for front line and essential workers and for all 

who are affected by COVID19.  
 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Church in Canada:  The Most Rev. Linda Nicholls, Primate 

of Canada; the Most Rev. Mark MacDonald, National 

Indigenous Archbishop. Diocese of Yukon: the Rt. Rev. 

Lesley Wheeler-Dame, Bishop.  

Edmonton: The Rt. Rev. Stephen London, our Bishop. Holy 

Trinity Riverbend: Rebecca Harris, Priest-in-Charge; 

Elisabeth Thompson, Honorary Assistant.  

Buyé Diocese: Bible School: Daniel Bizimana, Director; 

Alfred Uwimanihaye, Teacher.  

Treaty Six: Cold Lake First Nations. 

 



 

Announcements 
 

• To donate to the work of the Cathedral digitally or online, 

please click on the website link below. 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/27080 

 

• Next Sunday will be Morning Prayer only at 11am.  

CCLI Church Copyright License # 3313865 
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