
A Festive Choral Eucharist 
Christmas Eve at 11:00pm 

24 December 2021 

 
We acknowledge that the land on which we worship is the traditional gathering 

place of the Cree, Nakoda Sioux, Blackfoot, Dene, Sarcee, Saulteaux, Mohawk 

and Métis Nations.  

We commit in both prayer and action to be faithful Treaty 6 partners. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Please be mindful of one another and follow all safety protocols: please 

wear a mask while in public spaces, social distance and sanitize hands 

regularly. 

 

 

Introit    

Break Forth, O beauteous Heavenly Light 

from Christmas Oratorio                      Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Hymn   123   Once in Royal David’s City 

Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed. 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall. 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him, but in heaven, 



set at God's right hand on high, 

when, like stars, his children crowned 

all in white shall gather round. 

 

 

The Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  and the love of God  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

  be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant The Glory of the Lord has been revealed.   

People  And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

 

Blessing of the Creche 

The crèche is blessed and censed with frankincense. The incense is 

a symbol  representing the divinity of Christ whose birth we 

honour tonight. 

 

Away in a Manger                              arr. David Willcocks 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant Almighty God, 

People  unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known,  

  and from whom no secrets are hid:  

  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  

  that we may perfectly love thee,  

  and worthily magnify thy holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis Common Praise 679 

All Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will 

towards all. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 

thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 

glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 

almighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 

away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 

takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art 

the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 

most high in the glory of God the Father.    

 Amen. 

 

Collect for Christmas Eve 

Celebrant Eternal God, 

People  this holy night is radiant 

with the brilliance of your one true light. 

As we have known 

the revelation of that light on earth, 

bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly 

glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit,  one God, now and for ever. 

 

Isaiah 9.2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 

who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 

rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on 

the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and 

all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 



upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority 

shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and 

for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 98 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. 

With his right hand and his holy arm has he won for himself the 

victory. The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness 

has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.  He remembers 

his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, and all the ends 

of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Shout with joy to 

the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  Sing to 

the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.  With 

trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the 

King, the Lord.  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, the 

lands and those who dwell therein. Let the rivers clap their hands, 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, when he comes 

to judge the earth.  In righteousness shall he judge the world and 

the peoples with equity.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  
 

Titus 3. 4-7 

But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour 

appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the 

water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, 

having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. 

Reader  The word of the Lord 

All  Thanks be to God 



 

Please stand for the hymn, and remain standing for the Gospel. 

 

Gradual Hymn   148   See Amid the Winter’s Snow 

See amid the winter's snow, 

born for us on earth below, 

see, the tender Lamb appears, 

promised from eternal years! 
 

Refrain: 

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 

Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

Lo, within a manger lies 

he who built the starry skies, 

who enthroned in height sublime 

sits amid the cherubim.  

Refrain 

 

Say, ye humble shepherds, say 

what your joyful news today; 

wherefore have ye left your sheep 

on the lonely mountain steep?  

Refrain 
 

"As we watched at dead of night, 

lo, we saw a wondrous light; 

angels singing 'Peace on earth' 

told us of the Saviour's birth."  

Refrain 
 

Sacred infant, all divine, 

what a mighty love was thine, 

thus to come from highest bliss 

down to such a world as this! 

Refrain 



 

The Holy Gospel   Luke 2.(1–7), 8–20 

Gospeller The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  according to Saint Luke. 

People  Glory to you Lord, Jesus Christ.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 

went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 

of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 

the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favours!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told 



them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Gospeller This is the Gospel of Christ. 

People  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Verbum Caro Factum Est                George Malcolm 

Verbum caro factum est: 

et habitavit in nobis. 

Et vidimus gloriam ejus, 

gloriam quasi unigeniti a Patre, 

plenum gratiae et veritatis.  

The Word was made flesh  

and dwelt amongst us. 

And we have seen his glory,  

the glory he has from the Father 

as his only Son, full of grace and truth.  

 

The Homily                      The Right Reverend Steve London 

 

The Nicene Creed  Common Praise 681 

Please stand, or remain seated, as you are able 
 

I believe in one God,  

The Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things, visible and invisible; And in one 

Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of the Father before all worlds, God, of 

God; Light, of Light; Very God, of very God;  

begotten, not made; Being of one substance with 

the Father;   Through whom all things were made: 

who for us and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was 



crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried, and the third day he 

rose again according to the scriptures and 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of the Father. And he shall come again with 

glory to judge both the quick and the dead; 

Whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe 

in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life who 

proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is 

worshipped and glorified,  who spake by the 

prophets. And I believe one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for 

the remission of sins. And I look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Leader  Let us pray.  

Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave 

us your Son, Lord of the universe and Saviour of all.  

Draw us into the mystery of your love as we join 

our voices with the heavenly host, that we may 

sing your glory on high.  Give us a place among the 

shepherds, that we may find the one for whom we 

have waited, your son Jesus Christ. 
 

People  Lord of Hope – 
 

Leader We pray for the Church throughout the world, that 

our worship and praise may bring You glory, and 

that our witness and ministry may bring new hope 

to many.   
 

We pray for those who feel trapped, defeated, or 

are in despair because of events that seem out of 

their control. By your Spirit show them the way 



ahead. Give them hope and bless those who stand 

with them. 
 

We pray for all who are cold, hungry, or homeless 

this night. Lord, embrace with your tender care all 

who wander alone and have no place to lay their 

head, that they may experience the hope of this 

holy night. Remind us again that we are your hands 

and feet in this world to care for those in need.  
 

People  Lord of Peace – 
 

Leader We pray for those whose lives are marked by war, 

terrorism, and violence of every kind. Rescue them 

and bring your peace.   
 

Grant space for reconciliation to those plagued 

with conflict and violence. 

  

Be with all those who are peace-keepers in this 

world, that they may find renewed purpose and 

strength as they work for change and freedom 

from violence, war, hatred, and prejudice. 
 

People  Lord of Joy – 
 

Leader We pray for all those for whom this day will be one 

of loss and grief.  Bind up their broken hearts; and 

bless all who comfort them. 
 

We pray for the lonely and isolated.  May you 

comfort them and bring them the joy that they so 

desperately ask for. 

 

We pray for parents and families. Strengthen the 

bonds of love and commitment, that they may 

delight in the joy of this holy night. 
 

People  Lord of Love – 
 



Leader We place You at the center of our lives as we 

celebrate the birth of your son, Jesus. Keep us from 

distractions and help us to invite You into all that 

we say and do.  
 

Help and guide us to live a life that glorifies You. 

Grant to us a spirit of wisdom and revelation that 

we might know You better, to celebrate your love.   
 

Thank you for being Immanuel, “God with us.” 
Open our eyes to realize this each day as we 

interact with others. Teach us to love one another. 

Help us to be kind and compassionate. Show us 

ways to love and care for those outside our homes. 

Remind us again to forgive one another, just as You 

forgave us.  
 

Loving Father, thank you for this night and for all it 

represents. Thank you for the hope you bestow, 

the peace you bring, the love you pour out, and the 

joy you give. We praise you most of all for Jesus, 

your Word made flesh. May he light our way as the 

holy star lit the way for the wise men. 
 

People  Amen.  

 

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and 

infinite in mercy; welcoming sinners and inviting us 

to God’s table. Therefore, let us confess our sins, 
confident in God's forgiveness 

 

Silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant  Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 



sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  

 

The Peace 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People              And also with you. 

 

Please remain in your pew as you show a sign of peace from a 

distance. 

 

Offertory  

Your offering can be placed in the offering box set in the middle 

aisle of the church and will be collected at the end of the service. 

To donate to the work of the Cathedral digitally or online, please 

see the link in the announcement section of the bulletin. 

 

Offertory Hymn   118   O Come, All Ye Faithful    verses 1-5 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, Light of Light, 

lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 

very God, begotten not created:  



Refrain 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

glory to God, glory in the highest:  

Refrain 

 

 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;  

Refrain 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  

Refrain 

 

The offering is collected and is presented at the Altar with the 

bread. 

 

The Censing of the Altar  

At this point in the service, the gifts and the Altar are censed as a 

symbol of  purification and the offering up of prayers. The 

ministers and the congregation  are also censed in recognition of 

the presence of Christ amongst us. 

During the censing, the choir sings    

Quelle est cette odeur agrèable?             arr. David Willcocks 

                                                                                    

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

All Source of light and gladness,  

 accept all we offer on this joyful feast.  

 May we grow up in him who unites our lives to yours;  

 for he is Lord now and for ever.  

 Amen. 



 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant   Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven 

and earth; we give you thanks and praise through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his 

incarnation was made perfect man of the flesh of 

the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a 

new and radiant vision of your glory. Therefore 

with all the angels of heaven, we lift our voices and 

sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory 

of your name. 

Sanctus and Benedictus        Harold Darke 

  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, 

  heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

  Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 

  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant   We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the 

goodness and love you have made known to us in 

creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your 

Word spoken through the prophets; and above all 

in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  For in 

these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of 

the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 

sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  On 

the night he was handed over to suffering and 



death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said.  “Take eat; this is my body which is given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins, Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, 
Father, according to his command: 

 

People  We remember his death,  

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we wait his coming in glory. 

 

Celebrant   And we offer our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We 

pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 

upon these gifts, that they may be the sacrament 

of the body of Christ and his blood of the new 

covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 

we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile all 

things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us 

to that city of light where you dwell with all your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, 

and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever.  

People  Amen. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer Common Praise 684 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us  

our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant   We break the bread of life,  

  and that life is the Light of the World. 

People  God here among us, light in the midst of us, 

  bring us to light and life. 

Celebrant   The gifts of God for the people of God. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The celebrant will wear their mask and sanitize their hands prior 

to distributing Holy Communion and will stop and sanitize their 

hands again as necessary.  We have been advised that this is a 

safe method of distribution, given our increased knowledge of how 

COVID 19 is spread. If you require gluten-free wafers, please speak 

to the priest. 

 

Agnus Dei                                      Harold Darke 

 

Post Communion Hymn   119   Silent Night 

Silent night! Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight: 



glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 

Christ the Saviour is born! 

Christ the Saviour is born! 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 

Prayer after Communion Please stand 

Celebrant   Father of all, 

All  tonight you have united earth and heaven  

  in sending your Son to take our human nature.  

  May we who have tasted heavenly things  

  share in the life of his eternal kingdom. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 

 

The Incarnation Blessing 

Celebrant   May the God of infinite goodness  

  scatter the darkness of sin  

  and brighten your hearts with holiness;  

  and the blessing of God almighty,  

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

  be among you and remain with you always. 

 

The Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God,  

All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God 

from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 



 

The Benedictory Hymn   138   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King." 
 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail, the incarnate Deity, 

pleased as one of us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  

Refrain 
 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings, 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth. 

Refrain 

 

 

 



Dismissal 

Leader Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the Light 

of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ     

In dulci jubilo    BWV  729               Johann Sebastian Bach    

         

 

 

 

The Clergy & Staff of the Cathedral wish you every blessing this 

Christmas, and in the New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Christmas flowers are generously donated by the 

congregation of All Saints’ Cathedral. 
 

 

 

To donate to the work of the Cathedral digitally or online,  

please see the website link below.  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/27080 

 

 

 

 

 
Please join us for our Christmas Day Eucharist at 10:30 am 

 

 

December 26th will have one service at 11am. 

 

 

Evensong on January 2nd at 7pm 

 

 

The Cathedral office will be closed December 24th 

to January 4th. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/27080


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral 
 

Bishop   The Right Reverend Stephen London 

Dean   The Very Reverend Alexandra Meek 

Vicar   The Reverend Ruth Sesink Bott 

Deacon   The Reverend John Gee 

Music Director and Organist   Jeremy Spurgeon 

Lay Reader in Charge   Jay Adams 

Rector’s Warden     Rob Reynolds 

People’s Warden   Victoria Goodfellow Nicholls 

Deputy People’s Warden   Ted Huck 

Media Team   Kris Mitchell and Christopher Moore 

Closed Captioning   Louella Pick 

 

 

Cathedral Office: (780) 428-6323 

10035 103 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5J 0X5 

Admin@AllSaintsCathedral.ca 

www.AllSaintsCathedral.ca 

www.facebook.com/AllSaintsCathedralEdmonton 

Twitter: @AllSaints_YEG 

Instagram: @yegallsaints 

CCLI Church Copyright License # 3313865 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

mailto:Admin@AllSaintsCathedral.ca

